
Information on The Faith periodical from an internet search 
 
Finding copies of Clarence O. Dodd’s *The Faith* periodical from the 1930s can be challenging 
due to its niche circulation and age, but there are several avenues you can explore to locate 
physical or digital copies. Below are some potential sources and strategies, based on available 
information and general research practices for accessing historical religious publications: 
  
1. **Specialized Libraries and Archives** 
   - **University Libraries with Religious Studies Collections**: Institutions like the University of 
California, Santa Barbara (UCSB) house extensive collections of non-traditional religious 
materials, including the *American Religions Collection*. This collection includes manuscripts 
and publications from 20th-century religious movements, such as those related to the Church of 
God (Seventh Day) and the Sacred Name Movement, which Dodd was associated with. While 
*The Faith* is not explicitly listed in the provided references, similar periodicals from the era, like 
those from the Brotherhood of the White Temple, are included, suggesting UCSB’s collection 
might be a good starting point. Contact the UCSB Library’s Special Research Collections for 
assistance.[](https://www.library.ucsb.edu/special-collections/research/arcmss) 
   - **Andrews University Library**: As a hub for Seventh-day Adventist and related 
denominational materials, Andrews University in Michigan may hold copies of *The Faith* or 
related Church of God (Seventh Day) publications. Their Center for Adventist Research 
specializes in Adventist history and could have archived issues or microfiche. 
   - **Other Theological Libraries**: Libraries like the Pitts Theology Library at Emory University or 
the Burke Library at Union Theological Seminary often collect obscure religious periodicals. 
Search their online catalogs or contact their special collections departments. 
  
2. **Church of God (Seventh Day) Archives** 
   - Since Dodd was an elder in the Church of God (Seventh Day), Salem Conference, and 
founded *The Faith* in 1937, the denomination’s archives may hold copies. The Church of God 
(Seventh Day) has a headquarters in Denver, Colorado, and maintains historical records. 
Contact their administrative office or check with affiliated organizations like the Bible Advocate 
Press, which published Dodd’s book *A History of the True Church*. They may have preserved 
issues of *The Faith* or know where they are 
stored.[](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarence_Orvil_Dodd)[](https://www.wikiwand.com/en/ar
ticles/Clarence_Orvil_Dodd) 
   - The Friends of the Sabbath website mentions efforts to preserve Church of God periodicals, 
including digitizing older materials into searchable PDFs. While specific mention of *The Faith* 
is absent, their work on related 1930s publications suggests they could be a resource. Reach out 
via their website (friendsofsabbath.org) to inquire about *The 
Faith*.[](https://www.friendsofsabbath.org/ABC/Church%2520of%2520God%2520periodicals%
2520%28old%29/Church%2520of%2520God%2520periodicals%2520%28old%29.html) 
  
3. **Microfiche and Digitized Collections** 
   - Recent efforts by researchers like John Lemley and Rose Difley, noted in 2024, involved 
converting microfiche of Church of God periodicals into searchable PDFs. These efforts focused 
on older materials, including those from the 1930s. While *The Faith* isn’t explicitly named, 
contacting these individuals or the Friends of the Sabbath group might lead to digitized 
copies.[](https://www.friendsofsabbath.org/ABC/Church%2520of%2520God%2520periodicals
%2520%28old%29/Church%2520of%2520God%2520periodicals%2520%28old%29.html) 
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   - Check digital archives like the HathiTrust Digital Library or JSTOR, which sometimes include 
religious periodicals. Use search terms like “The Faith magazine 1930s” or “Clarence O. Dodd” 
to locate any digitized issues. 
  
4. **Interlibrary Loan and WorldCat** 
   - Use WorldCat (worldcat.org) to search for libraries holding *The Faith*. Enter the title and 
filter by publication date (1937–1939 for late 1930s issues). If a library is identified, request 
copies through interlibrary loan via your local library. Be aware that niche publications like *The 
Faith* may not be widely cataloged, so negative results don’t rule out existence. 
   - The OCLC number for Dodd’s *A History of the True Church* (3211625) suggests some of his 
works are cataloged, which could lead to libraries with related 
materials.[](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarence_Orvil_Dodd) 
  
5. **Specialty Bookstores and Auction Sites** 
   - Rare book dealers specializing in religious or Adventist literature, such as AbeBooks or Alibris, 
occasionally stock obscure periodicals. Search for “The Faith Clarence Dodd” or “Sacred Name 
Movement 1930s” to check availability. 
   - Auction platforms like eBay may have individual issues or bound volumes sold by collectors. 
Set up alerts for “The Faith magazine” to catch new listings. 
  
6. **Sacred Name Movement Organizations** 
   - Since *The Faith* was a key publication for the Sacred Name Movement, organizations like 
the Assembly of Yahweh or Yahweh’s Restoration Ministry might have archived copies. These 
groups trace their roots to Dodd’s work and may maintain historical records. Contact them 
directly to inquire about 
access.[](https://sounddoctrineministries.wordpress.com/tag/clarence-orvil-dodd/) 
   - The Biblical Foundations Academy, another Sacred Name group, could also be a resource for 
locating issues or reproductions. 
  
7. **Local Historical Societies** 
   - Given Dodd’s base in Salem, West Virginia, the Harrison County Historical Society or West 
Virginia University’s regional history collection might hold local publications like *The Faith*. 
Contact these institutions to check for regional religious materials from the 1930s. 
  
8. **General Tips** 
   - **Contacting Experts**: Reach out to scholars of American religious movements, such as J. 
Gordon Melton, who has written about *The Faith* and its role in the Sacred Name Movement. 
He may know of specific archives or private 
collections.[](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarence_Orvil_Dodd)[](https://www.wikiwand.com/
en/articles/Clarence_Orvil_Dodd) 
   - **Online Forums and Communities**: Engage with Adventist or Sacred Name Movement 
online communities (e.g., forums on Reddit or specialized Facebook groups) to connect with 
collectors or researchers who might have copies or know where to find them. 
   - **Persistence with Obscure Sources**: Since *The Faith* was a small-circulation periodical, 
it may only exist in private collections or uncataloged archives. Networking with Church of God 
(Seventh Day) members or historians could uncover leads. 
  
**Challenges and Notes** 
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- The 1930s issues of *The Faith* are rare, as the magazine was primarily distributed within the 
Church of God (Seventh Day) and Sacred Name communities. Physical copies may be fragile, 
and digital versions are not widely available. 
- The references confirm *The Faith* was founded in 1937, so “1930s copies” would only include 
1937–1939. Earlier issues do not 
exist.[](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarence_Orvil_Dodd)[](https://www.wikiwand.com/en/arti
cles/Clarence_Orvil_Dodd) 
- Be cautious of confusion with other publications named “The Faith” (e.g., Faith, Prayer and 
Tract League materials). Specify “Clarence O. Dodd” or “Sacred Name Movement” in searches 
to avoid irrelevant results.[](https://www.library.ucsb.edu/special-collections/research/arcmss) 
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